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Dear Friends and Supporters,

Rachel Epps Spears
Executive Director

Faith Knight Myers
Chair, PBPA Board of Directors

Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta continued to
serve our nonprofit community throughout
2023, supporting hundreds of organizations
with thousands of hours of free legal services.
These organizations, in turn, support
residents across Georgia with critical
programs and services. Our nonprofit clients
span a wide variety of service areas – from
refugee assistance, to food security, to youth
education, to healthcare for the uninsured.

Over 35 of PBPA’s nonprofit clients work in
affordable housing, and 2023 seemed to be a
particularly active year for many of them. This Annual Report includes a profile of one
of those clients, Partners for HOME, and how PBPA supports the organization’s work
in providing housing for Atlantans.

These nonprofits independently make deep, positive impacts on the Atlanta
community, and, working collaboratively, they are a driving force in working to ensure
all Georgians have a place to call home. PBPA is proud to play a small part in this
effort by supporting the legal needs of these organizations. 

PBPA’s free legal services and educational opportunities are made possible because
of the incredible generosity of our donors and volunteers and support from Atlanta’s
legal, business, and philanthropic communities. Together, we create access for
nonprofits to the same high-quality and specialized legal services as private
companies without diverting funding away from their missions. By meeting the legal
needs of Atlanta’s nonprofit organizations, we help them to meet the needs of the
millions of people they serve.



MISSION
Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta strengthens our community by engaging

volunteer attorneys to provide nonprofits with business legal services.

“It's been a dream-come-true to work full-time in the nonprofit realm, serving the
organizations who exist to make our world better.  The incredible talent and work ethic

across the board at PBPA has only inspired me further!” - Eadaion Waller, Staff Attorney
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96%

1164 Matters Placed*

46 New Clients

81 Education Offerings

2032 Education Consumers

926
Volunteers

9 MILLION
Individuals Impacted

316
Clients Served

 *19% Increase From 2022

Education

95%

100% 96%

100%

Clients Satisfied

VALUE OF SERVICES

2023 BY THE NUMBERS

$8 MILLION+

Direct Legal Services

Our Survey Results

Volunteers Satisfied

Clients Satisfied Volunteers Satisfied

Group Services

Clients Satisfied



CLIENT SPOTLIGHT
Partners for HOME Addresses Homelessness in Atlanta

Finding low-cost housing options for people
experiencing homelessness is a challenge in the
Atlanta community. Many nonprofits help people find
rapid and affordable housing, and Pro Bono
Partnership of Atlanta (PBPA) is assisting them with
legal matters related to this important work.

In January, 40 unhoused people moved into The
Melody, a new access-controlled housing complex on
public land in downtown Atlanta featuring permanent
housing in shipping containers. PBPA supported this
effort by providing legal assistance to Partners for
HOME (PFH), the lead agency through which the City
of Atlanta coordinates its efforts to end homelessness. 

The studio units at The Melody each have a bed,
bathroom, and kitchenette. Conceived of and then
opened in just four months, the complex offers a state-
of-the-art camera security system, supportive services,
personal case management, laundry facilities, and a
dog park. It is named for Melody Bloodworth, a woman
who was unhoused with behavioral health challenges
and died on Atlanta’s streets in November 2022. PFH
owns the shipping containers and leases the land from
the City of Atlanta.

Established in 2015 (with help from PBPA), PFH is
focused on ending homelessness in the City of Atlanta.
It creates and executes the strategy to do that by
serving as the Collaborative Applicant for the Atlanta
Continuum of Care – a HUD program that promotes
community-wide commitment to the goal of ending
homelessness. PFH works with the City of Atlanta’s
Mayor’s office and state and private organizations to
leverage and align funding and vouchers for housing
interventions and solutions. 

In 2021, PFH participated in a PBPA Nonprofit Legal
Check Up to identify the organization’s legal needs. Since
then, PBPA has assisted in more than 20 other matters
including revising bylaws, standardizing contracts,
developing employee and volunteer handbooks, and
establishing social media protocols. 

“PBPA ensured we are legally sound and shored up how
we operate,” said Cathryn Vassell, Chief Executive Officer
of PFH. “That helps us do our job more easily and sets
the pipeline of funds for rapid housing initiatives like The
Melody up for success. The caliber of lawyers PBPA
brings to the table is always great, and we are incredibly
grateful.” 

Michael Tippett, a PBPA volunteer real estate attorney
with Carlton Fields, reviewed the land lease for The
Melody, advising PFH on needed amendments. Alex
Strang, a PBPA volunteer finance attorney with Polsinelli,
set up a special purpose entity for The Melody to mitigate
risk for PFH. Now, other PBPA volunteer attorneys are
establishing the ownership governance structure.

Jack Hardin, a Partner with Smith, Gambrell & Russell, , is
on the PFH Board of Directors and assists other PBPA
clients who work to provide affordable housing. “The Pro
Bono Partnership is a lifeline to the nonprofit community
of Atlanta,” he said. “The contributions of volunteers to the
innovative Melody project were critical, but just one
example of mission critical PBPA assistance to nonprofits
with which I have been privileged to be affiliated. PBPA is
a gift to the Atlanta community.”

PBPA is proud to provide free legal assistance to PFH
and about 30 other nonprofits addressing homelessness
and providing low-cost housing in the Atlanta area,
including 3Keys, Star C Corporation, Open Doors
Solutions, and Intown Collaborative Ministries.



2023 VOLUNTEER PARTNERS

ADP, Inc 
American Cancer Society 
AT&T 
Bank of America 
Beazer Homes 
Boys & Girls Club of America 
Bridge Investment Group 
Change Healthcare 
Chick-fil-A, Inc. 
Cisco Systems 
Cleveland Golf/Srixon 
Cox Automotive, Inc. 
Cox Communications 
Cox Enterprises 
Dell Technologies 
Delta Air Lines 
Dematic Group 
Emory University 
Georgia's Own Credit Union 
Georgia Lottery Corporation 
Georgia Pacific  
Georgia Power 
GE Power & Water 
Hitachi Energy 
Honeywell 
Inspire Brands 
JAS Worldwide Management 
Koch Companies Public Sector 
McKesson Foundation 
National Vision, Inc. 
Nokia 
Ohmium 
Piedmont Hospital 
Printpack 
RELX Group 
Siemens Corporation 
SiteOne Landscape Supply 
Sonepar 
Southern Company 
Southern Company Gas Foundation 
Stripe 
The Coca-Cola Company 
The Home Depot 
Travelport 
Under Armour 
United Parcel Service 

CorporationsLaw Firms
Akerman LLP
Alston & Bird LLP 
Arnall Golden Gregory 
Baker Donelson 
BakerHostetler 
Balch & Bingham LLP
Barnes & Thornburg LLP 
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP 
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner 
Burr & Forman 
Chamberlain Hrdlicka White Williams & Aughtry 
Dentons
DLA Piper 
Duane Morris 
Eversheds Sutherland 
Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner 
Fisher Phillips 
Ford Harrison 
Greenberg Traurig 
Hall, Gilligan, Roberts & Shanlever LLP
Holland & Knight LLP 
Hunton Andrews & Kurth 
Jones Day 
Kilpatrick Townsend 
King & Spalding
Littler Mendelson 
McGuireWoods 
Meunier Carlin & Curfman 
Morris, Manning & Martin LLP 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP 
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C. 
Parker Poe 
Polsinelli, PC. 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Smith, Gambrell & Russell, LLP 
Stanton Law 
Troutman Pepper 
Womble Bond Dickinson

Percentage of 2023
volunteers who said

the opportunities
provided by PBPA

have increased their
pro bono work

92%

UPS Foundation 
US Acute Care Solutions, Inc. 
VM Ware 
Warner Bros. Discovery 

*Law firms with 3 or more volunteers in 2023 



2023 Springboard

2023 Advisory Committee
Alex Meier
Seyfarth Shaw 

Amanda Kay Seals
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore

Andy Koelz
Hunton Andrews & Kurth 

Anne Cox-Johnson
McDermott Will & Emery

Anne Kamosso
ACC Georgia

Art Gambill
McGuireWoods

Brian Galison
Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough

Bryan Stillwagon
Unifi Service

Caroline Tanner
Holland & Knight

Creighton Frommer
Relx

Curtis Romig
Bryan Cave Leighton & Paisner

Dara Dehaven
Retired - Ogletree Deakins

Darcy White
Jones Day

Deepa Subramanian
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash,
Smoak & Stewart

Elliott Coward
Morris Manning & Martin

Eric Glidewell
Womble Bond Dickinson

Erica Svoboda
BakerHostetler

Erich Durlacher
Burr & Forman

Geoff Frost
ACC Georgia

Guinevere Christmann
Krevolin & Horst

Halli Cohn
Troutman Pepper

Heather Morlock
Delta Air Lines 

Hill Jeffries
Eversheds Sutherland

Jason Bernstein
Barnes & Thornburg

John Hyman
King & Spalding

John Mills
Independant

Kara Specht
Finnegan, Henderson,
Farabow, Garrett & Dunner

Kelsey Donnalley
Kilpatrick Townsend

Kirk Domescik
Duane Morris

Lael Bellamy
DLA Piper

Matt Grabell
Ford Harrison

Matt Strumph
Alston & Bird

Matt Warenzak
Smith, Gambrell & Russell

Theresa Clark
Greenberg Traurig

Tom Rawls
Retired - AT&T

Tyler Keenan
Dentons

Val Rusk
Employment Law Solution

Valerie Barney
Mohawk Industries

Alex Borovsky
Boston Consulting Group

Alex Hecht
Alston & Bird

Alex Holt
Greenberg Traurig

Alex Kennelly
Jones Day

Angela Vadala
DLA Piper

Ashmin Chowdhury
Burr Forman

Casey Holloway
Troutman Pepper

Corey Goerdt
Fisher Phillips

Danielle Shapiro
Seyfarth Shaw

Devin McGuinness
The Coca-Cola Company

Eddy Martinez
UPS

Hanish Patel
Arnall Golden Gregory

Jessica Thomas
Ogletree Deakins

Laura Bentley
Delta Air Lines

Marianna Faircloth
The Home Depot

Mario Bolanos
Nelson Mullins

Nick Gambino
King & Spalding

Raquel Crump
Chick-fil-A, Inc.

Claudia Chafloque-Siu
Kilpatrick Townsend

Tessa Deardorff
Eversheds Sutherland



2023 CORPORATE & LAW FIRM DONORS

UPS Foundation
King & Spalding 
Eversheds Sutherland

Cornerstone
$50,000+

Alston & Bird 
Association of Corporate Counsel – GA Chapter
The Coca-Cola Company
Delta Air Lines
The Home Depot
Kilpatrick Townsend
Troutman Pepper

Founders Circle
$25,000+

AT&T
The Atlanta Bar Foundation
Burr & Forman
DLA Piper
Greenberg Traurig
The Homestead Foundation
The John and Rosemary Brown Family Foundation
The John and Mary Franklin Foundation
Jones Day
The Mary Allen Lindsey Branan Foundation
McDermott Will & Emery
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.
The Sartain Lanier Family Foundation
Seyfarth Shaw 
Southern Company
The State Bar of Georgia Corporate Counsel Section

Leadership Circle
$10,000+

Barnes & Thornburg 
Baker Donelson
BakerHostetler
Bondurant Mixson and Elmore
Dentons
Duane Morris
Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta
Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett & Dunner 
Ford Harrison
McGuireWoods
Morris, Manning & Martin
National Vision, Inc.
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough 
SiteOne Landscape Supply
Smith, Gambrell & Russell 
Squire Patton Boggs
The State Bar of Georgia Labor & Employment Section
Womble Bond Dickinson

Peach Circle
$5,000+

“We are proud of our
longstanding relationship

with the Pro Bono
Partnership of Atlanta and

believe strongly in their
mission of helping local

nonprofits thrive by
connecting them with the

right legal resources” 
-Troutman Pepper



Atlanta Bar Association Real Estate Section
Atlanta Bar Association Labor and Employment Section
Atlanta Bar Association Estate Planning Section
Atlanta Bar Association Tax Section
Atlanta Bar Association Business & Finance Law Section
Balch & Bingham 
Berman Fink Van Horn P.C.
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner
Cisco Systems
Fisher Phillips
Foundation For Hospital Art
Holland & Knight 
Hunton Andrews & Kurth
Krevolin Horst
Littler Mendelson
McKesson
Miller & Martin
Meunier Carlin & Curfman
National Philanthropic Trust
State Bar of Georgia Intellectual Property Law Section
State Bar of Georgia Privacy & Technology Section
State Bar of Georgia Nonprofit Section
State Bar of Georgia Real Property Law Section
State Bar of Georgia Tax Law Section
Thompson Hine
US Bank

2023 CORPORATE & LAW FIRM DONORS

Friends
$1,000+/ In-Kind Gifts

“PBPA's
commitment to

strengthening the
community is an

inspiration to us all.”
- DLA Piper



2023 INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Legacy Society

$2,000+

Happy Perkins Society
$1,000 - $1,999

Thank You!

PBPA recognized Tom Rawls at
our Annual Reception for his
generous and continued support.

Alan and Meg Rosselot 
Ben and Michelle Garren 
Betsy and Daryl Griswold 

Briley Brisendine 
Corb Hankey 

Creighton Frommer

Eadaoin Waller 
Elizabeth and Stuart Johnson 

Erica Svoboda 
Faith Knight Myers 

Happy and Cheri Perkins 

James Trigg 
Jared Brandman 

Jennifer Hightower 
Kara Ong 

Kevin Coventon 
Matt Kristufek 

Rick McMurtry 
Ryan Schneider 

Sally and Neal Patton 
Tom and Olga Rawls 

Will and Tracey Ledbetter 

Alina Lee and Alex Meier 
Angie Woo 

Anne Cox-Johnson 
Anupama Seam 

Brian Galison 
Brian Sims 

Brooke Belisle 
Bruce Baber 

 Bryan and Courtney
Stillwagon 

Curtis Romig 

Dara DeHaven 
Darcy and Tom White 

David Steele 
Donna Smythe 

Eric Larson 
Erich Durlacher 
Frank Landgraff 

Geoff and Kate Frost 
Halli Cohn 
Hill Jeffries 
Hillary Shaw

Jack L. McGinnis 
Janet Taylor 

Jason Bernstein 
Jason Wiggam 
John Fleming 

John Mills 
Juliana and Anthony Chaidez 

Kim Holladay 
Kirk Domescik 
Larry Lehman 
Louise Sams 

Mark DiCristina 
Marshall Barton 

Matthew Toddy 
Melinda and Curtis Doster 
Michael and Maria Betz 

Michael Lee 
Rachel Spears 

Richard Cicchillo Jr 
Robert Stone 

Thomas MacIver Clyde 
Timothy Phillips 

Tricia Kinney
Gardner Culpepper 

Valerie Rusk 
Wab Kadaba 

Wayne Bradley 



2023 INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Contributor
$250 - $499

Alex Borovsky 
Alexandra Hecht 
Alexandra Holt 
Angela Vadala 
Ashley Halfman 

Ashmin Chowdhury 
Benjamin and Robin Fink 

Caroline Tanner 
Corbin and Alexandra

Greene Kennelly 

Cory Barker 
Devin McGuinness 

Eduardo Martinez Jr. 
Floyd Newton III 

Hanish and Paru Patel 
Jeanene Jobst 

Jen Guynn 
Jessica Thomas 
Jimmy Peterson 
Joe LaBranche 

 

Joel and Helen Rogers
Kacy Goebel 
Josh Becker 

Karen Shelton 
Kaushal Amin 
Laura Bentley 

Leslie Klemperer
Mario Bolanos 

Marquetta Bryan 
Melinda and Philip Holladay 

Michael Hollingsworth 
Nedom Haley 
PJ Edwards 

Radha Manthe 
Reiko Feaver 

Rex Veal 
Rob Wellon 

Tashwanda Pinchback Dixon 
Tom Richey 

Wade and Kelly Malone 

We also had several anonymous donors, as well as donors
under $250, who have helped further PBPA’s mission in

2023 and beyond. Thank you all for your support!

Thank You!

Advocate
$500- $999

Amanda Kay Seals 
Andrew Koelz 

Anne Kamosso 
Art Gambill 

Belisa Urbina 
Brian Henry 

Clay Churchill 
Corey Goerdt 
David Howell 
Dawn Ross 

Deborah Anne Brilling 
Deepa Subramanian 

Elliott Coward 
Erin Parker 

Frank Humphreys 
Guinevere Christmann 

Heather and Michael Morlock 
John Hyman 
Julie Young 
Kara Specht 

Kathy Solley 
Kelsey Donnalley 

Lee Peifer 
Marianna Faircloth 

Jonathan Nussbaum 
Mary Benton 

Matthew Strumph 
Monique McDowell 

Neil Ginn 
Ralph Bell 

Raquel Crump 
Robyn Miller 
Ron Harlow 

Sireesha and Praveen Ghanta 
Stan and Cheryl Shapiro 

Theresa Clark 
Thomas E Gould 

Tyler Keenan 
Valerie Barney 



Printing services kindly donated by Federal Home Loan Bank.


